
THE BAY AREA AS A WORLD-CLASS 
FOOD MANUFACTURING CENTER
 Or
Food Before Foodies
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CALIFORNIA KING

Top Ten Farm States
1900-1997

1900 1910 1920 1930* 1940
Iowa Illinois Texas Texas Iowa
Illinois Iowa Iowa Iowa Texas
Ohio Texas Illinois California California
Texas Ohio Ohio Illinois Illinois
Missouri Missouri California Kansas Minnesota
Kansas Kansas Kansas Nebraska Ohio
Nebraska Nebraska Missouri Minnesota Wisconsin
Minnesota Minnesota Nebraska Wisconsin New York
Wisconsin California Minnesota Missouri North Carolina
California Wisconsin North Carolina Ohio Missouri

1950* 1960 1970 1987 1997
Texas California California California California
California Iowa Iowa Texas Texas
Iowa Texas Texas Iowa Iowa
Illinois Illinois Illinois Kansas Nebraska
Minnesota Minnesota Nebraska Nebraska Kansas
Nebraska Nebraska Kansas Illinois Illinois
Kansas Kansas Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota
Wisconsin Missouri Missouri Florida N. Carolina
Ohio Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin Florida
[Missouri] Ohio Ohio N. Carolina Wisconsin

* California was briefly #1 in 1927 and 1947

Source:  US Census of Agriculture, various years

The rise of agribusiness

California surges to 
the lead in output
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THE FOOD INDUSTRY

 
 Processing = 2X farming

 $55 vs. $27 billion 
(2000)

 CA led canning by 1900, 
½ total $ in 1946
 ¼ of food workforce, 

1945
 US = ¾ world output
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THE EAST BAY  - 
FOOD CITY
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PEAK & DECLINE OF OAKLAND
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BAY AREA HEARTLAND

A.   Origins
B.   Waves of Gain
C.   Specialization
D.   Innovation
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BAY & DELTA -  
EARLY LEAD
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 farms - 1910

FARMS IN BERKELEY?
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JUST ENOUGH 
URBANISM
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1930

REGIONAL SPECIALIZATION
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AGRICULTURE ALTERS THE LAND – CLEARING & 
LEVELING
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IMPROVING SOILS
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RECLAIMING 
WETLANDS
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PLANT & ANIMAL INTRODUCTIONS

 Importing stock

 Early breeding 

 Luther Burbank & Atlee 
Burpee

Monday, October 4, 2010






LIVESTOCK LEADERS 
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THE GREAT WHEAT BOOM, 
1860-1900

Chiefly in Bay Area and Sacramento Valley
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FIELD CROPS




 beans

 potatoes

 carrots
 
 sugar beets
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 FRUITS & NUTS  
Grapes

Deciduous fruits 

 apples

 peaches
 
 plums

 apricots

Nuts

 walnuts

 almonds

 pistachios

Monday, October 4, 2010



DECIDUOUS NORTH, PERENNIAL SOUTH
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VEGETABLES & 
BERRIES


 tomatoes

 lettuce, spinach, 

broccoli, celery

 artichokes


 strawberries
 
 raspberries

 blackberries
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FLOWERS AND SEEDS
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VARIETY (> 200 CROPS)
California Leads the Nation

I n 75+ Crops, 1997

Alfalfa
Almonds
Apricots
Artichokes
Asparagus
Avocados
Beans, Blackeye
Beans, Dry Lima
Beans, Dry Kidney
Beans, Garbanzo
Beans, Green Lima
Bedding Plants
Bell Peppers
Broccoli
Brussels Sprouts
Bulbs
Cantaloupes
Carrots
Cauliflower
Celery
Chicory
Chinchillas
Chinese Cabbage
Chinese Snow Peas
Currants
Dates

Eggs
Figs
Flowers, Cut
Garlic
Goat’s Milk
Grapes, Table
Grapes, Wine
Herbs
Honey
House Plants
Kiwi
Lemons
Lettuce, Iceberg
Lettuce, Leaf
Lettuce, Romaine
Melon, Casaba
Melon, Crenshaw
Melon, Honeydew
Melon, Persian
Nectarines
Olives
Onions,  Dry
Onions,  Green
Parsley
Peaches
Pears, Bartlett

Persimmons
Pigeons & Squabs
Pistachios
Plums
Pomegranates
Prunes
Rabbits
Raisins
Rice, Sweet
Rice, Wild
Safflower
Seed, Alfalfa
Seed, Bermuda Grass
Seed, Ladino Clover
Seed, Veg. &  Flower
Sod
Spinach
Strawberries
Sudan Grass
Sweet Rice
Tomatoes, Processing
Vegetables, Asian
Vegetables, Greenhouse
Walnuts

sour ce :  Ca lif ornia Depa rtm en t of Food & Agri cultur e, Ca lif ornia Agri cultur a l Statisti cs 1998.
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FRUIT COMES IN MANY FORMS
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FRESH & DRIED
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CANNING – SAN FRANCISCO

Monday, October 4, 2010



AGE OF CANNING
(WITH CALIFORNIA LEADING THE WAY)
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OAKLAND & ALAMEDA 
CANNING
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BERKELEY & 
EMERYVILLE

Monday, October 4, 2010



SOUTH BAY
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BASIC PROCESSING

 Drying & Canning

 Milling – Flour & Sugar

 Butter & Cheese

 Ham & Sausage

 Alcoholic Beverages
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NEW FOODS - 
OAKLAND

 Early industrial foods
 Biscuits
 Cereals
 Bread & Cakes
 Pasta
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BERKELEY & EMERYVILLE
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NOVELTY IN A CAN
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POSTWAR PROCESSED FOODS

 Baby food
 TV dinners
 Soda pop
 Snack foods
 Artificial flavors & 

colors
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ANIMAL PRODUCTS

 Meat
 Pork (ham, bacon, sausage)
 Beef

 Dairy
 Milk
 Butter & cheese

 Poultry
 Eggs
 Fowl

 Fish
 Fresh
 Canned
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SF BUTCHERTOWN
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EAST BAY MEATPACKING
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DAIRYLAND
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DAIRY PRODUCTS
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PETALUMA POULTRY
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FEEDING & CONFINEMENT
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THE GREAT WHITE 
MEAT HOPE
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CATTLE & 
FEEDLOTS
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GROWING FEED
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COFFEE COAST
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BEER
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HARD LIQUOR & SALOONS
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WINE – THE PRIDE OF PLONK
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TODAY’S RICHEST FOOD 
SECTOR
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WHOLESALING & RETAILING

 Merchant Shippers & Packers

 Growers’ Co-operatives

 Wholesale Markets

 Direct Delivery

 Grocery Stores & Supermarkets
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GETTING CROPS TO MARKET

Monday, October 4, 2010



PACKING & SHIPPING
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THE CALIFORNIA CO-OP REVOLUTION
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SELLING CALIFORNIA
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QUALITY CONTROL & STANDARDIZATION
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DIRECT DELIVERY

l beer, milk, meat, eggs, etc. 
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CITY WHOLESALE MARKETS
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THE RISE OF THE GROCERY CHAINS

Hand in hand with processed/industrial food
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THE COMING OF THE SUPERMARKET
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NEW WAYS OF SELLING
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REFRIGERATION & FRESHNESS
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FOOD MACHINERY
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CANS & BOXES
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LABELS & WRAPPING

 Classic industrial district/cluster
 So Is Wine District today
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AG INPUTS - PESTICIDES
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FERTILIZER – FROM PETROLEUM & GAS
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PUMPS OF PLENTY
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OVERDRAFT & SUBSIDENCE
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SAN JOSE’S SUPER SEWER

Monday, October 4, 2010



OUTLINE

I.   Industrial Food
II.   Farms in Berkeley?
III.   Waves of Gain
IV.   Canned Sunshine
V.   Bakers’ Dozen
VI.   Hoof to Mouth
VII.   Driven to Drink
VIII.   Boss Skaggs
IX.   Industrial Inputs
X.   Capital Flows
XI.   Workers of the World

Monday, October 4, 2010



BUSINESSMEN FARMERS
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IMMIGRANT FARMERS
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COLLEGIATE FARMERS
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MOST CAPITAL INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE & 
MOST MECHANIZED CANNERIES

Capital per farm
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AGRIBUSINESS CORPORATIONS
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TOWN-COUNTRY CONNECTIONS

 Map: HQs of 
agribusiness 
corporations

 Role of Bank of 
America (Bank of 
Italy) & A.P. Giannini 

 Other ties: banks, 
Del Monte, Safeway, 
etc.
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UC RESEARCH & ADVICE

Researchers: 
Hilgard, Wickson, 
Amerine, etc.

Black olives, fruit 
cocktail, etc.

Ag Economics
 R.L.Adams Farm 

Mangement
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CAPITALISM = SAFEWAY IN 1959
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FARM LABOR – WAVES OF IMMIGRANTS
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CANNERY WORK BY WOMEN
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RETAIL & CANNERY 
WORKERS GET 
UNIONIZED,
1940S
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FIELD WORKERS STRUGGLES

 VIGILANTES & VIOLENCE
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NO DOCUMENTS
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NO HOUSING

2004 near Graton - David Bacon
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THE END
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DIVIDED CITIES 
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NEW BUYERS, NEW HABITS
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ORGANICS
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MONOCULTURE AMID VARIETY
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