
	
  
	
  

Assembly	
  Floor	
  Alert	
  –	
  Concurrence	
  
AB	
  551	
  –	
  SUPPORT	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
The	
  above	
  organizations	
  support	
  AB	
  551	
  (Ting),	
  because:	
  	
  

• The	
  bill	
  helps	
  address	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  biggest	
  obstacles	
  facing	
  urban	
  farmers	
  in	
  California	
  –	
  
affordable	
  access	
  to	
  land	
  

o It	
  allows	
  counties	
  and	
  cities	
  to	
  create	
  Urban	
  Agriculture	
  Incentive	
  Zones.	
  	
  In	
  these	
  
areas,	
  property	
  owners	
  would	
  receive	
  a	
  reduced	
  property	
  tax	
  liability	
  in	
  exchange	
  for	
  
contracting	
  their	
  vacant	
  land	
  into	
  urban	
  agriculture	
  use	
  for	
  at	
  least	
  5	
  years.	
  

• The	
  legislation	
  is	
  narrowly	
  tailored	
  to	
  target	
  vacant	
  land	
  that	
  is	
  unlikely	
  to	
  otherwise	
  be	
  
developed	
  short-­‐term	
  and	
  will	
  only	
  apply	
  to	
  parcels	
  3	
  acres	
  in	
  size	
  or	
  smaller.	
  	
  

• The	
  proposed	
  program	
  is	
  completely	
  voluntary	
  and	
  opt-­‐in	
  for	
  counties,	
  cities,	
  and	
  property	
  
owners.	
  	
  The	
  program	
  will	
  sunset	
  in	
  5	
  years	
  unless	
  reauthorized	
  by	
  the	
  state	
  legislature.	
  

• Urban	
  agriculture	
  provides	
  many	
  benefits	
  to	
  city	
  residents	
  including:	
  education	
  about	
  fresh,	
  
healthy	
  food	
  and	
  the	
  effort	
  it	
  takes	
  to	
  produce	
  it;	
  environmental	
  benefits	
  for	
  the	
  city;	
  
community-­‐building;	
  vibrant	
  green	
  spaces	
  and	
  recreation;	
  and	
  a	
  source	
  of	
  economic	
  
development,	
  including	
  increased	
  neighboring	
  home	
  values.	
  	
  
	
  

We	
  strongly	
  urge	
  your	
  AYE	
  vote	
  for	
  AB	
  551	
  (Ting)	
  
(Full	
  list	
  of	
  supporters	
  on	
  reverse)	
  

	
   	
  

  
April 9, 2013 
  
Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman 
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 362 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Via facsimile: 916-319-2184 
  
Assembly Bill 551 (Ting) - Support 
  
Dear Assembly Member Eggman: 
  
On behalf of Hunger Action LA I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 551, the Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone Act. This 
legislation will help address one of the biggest obstacles facing urban farmers  affordable access to land. Hunger Action 
LA is a nonprofit organization ending hunger and promoting healthy eating in Los Angeles through advocacy, education, 
and direct service. 
  
Urban agriculture ends hunger on multiple fronts by promoting self sufficiency, creating a local economy, encouraging 
healthy eating, and putting people back in touch with the land.Urban agriculture provides many benefits to city residents 
including: education about fresh, healthy food and the effort it takes to produce it; environmental benefits for the city; 
community-building; vibrant green spaces and recreation; and a source of economic development, including increased 
neighboring home values.  
 
This legislation provides an incentive to private landowners to make more land available for urban agriculture, helping 
expand the number of Californians who benefit from city farming. Currently, hosting agriculture on a privately owned 
property can be cost-prohibitive because the revenue potential and property costs are disparate. AB 551 would enable a 
property owner to apply for a temporary property tax adjustment while the property is under contract with an agricultural 
enterprise.  
 
Because it is an opt-in measure for counties, Assembly Bill 551 offers a conservative approach to a widespread 
impediment to the emergence of viable urban agriculture projects across the State. We believe that the legislation, 

lanced and protective approach by being a 
voluntary program for property-owners, requiring a 10 year commitment in exchange for a lower property tax assessment, 
and including consequences for breach of agreements.  Additionally, the legislation is narrowly tailored to target land that 
is unlikely to otherwise be developed short-term. 
  
Hunger Action LA respectfully requests your AYE vote for Assembly Bill 551. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

 
Frank Tamborello 
Executive Director 
Hunger Action LA 
 
CC: Assembly Agriculture Committee: Assembly Member Philip Ting: Agriculture Committee Consultants: Victor 
Frankovich, Doug Haaland 
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Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman 
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 362 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Via facsimile: 916-319-2184 
  
Assembly Bill 551 (Ting) - Support 
  
Dear Assembly Member Eggman: 
  
On behalf of Oakland Food Policy Council (OFPC) I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 551, 
the Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone Act. This legislation will help address one of the biggest 
obstacles facing urban farmers – affordable access to land. 
  
OFPC supports this bill because we believe incentives that support productive use of urban land 
though agriculture, we can create stronger communities, local food enterprises, and more 
affordable, healthy food options for Oakland residents.  We can also open up more safe and 
welcoming spaces where the community can come together, learn hands-on gardening skills 
and nutrition, and reconnect with the land.  Expanding urban agriculture can also help reduce 
carbon emissions by cutting the need to transport food. It can boost the local economy by 
encouraging food dollars to stay within the community, including increased neighboring home 
values and creates local green jobs in urban agriculture. 
 
This legislation provides an incentive to private landowners to make more land available for 
urban agriculture, helping expand the number of Californians who benefit from city farming. 
Currently, hosting agriculture on a privately owned property can be cost-prohibitive because the 
revenue potential and property costs are disparate. AB 551 would enable a property owner to 
apply for a temporary property tax adjustment while the property is under contract with an 
agricultural enterprise.  
 
Because it is an opt-in measure for counties, Assembly Bill 551 offers a conservative approach 
to a widespread impediment to the emergence of viable urban agriculture projects across the 
State. We believe that the legislation, including Assembly Member Ting’s most recent 

 
April 10,  2013 
  
Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman 
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 362 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Via facsimile: 916-319-2184 
  
Assembly Bill 551 (Ting) - Support 
  
Dear Assembly Member Eggman: 
  
On behalf of Victory Gardens San Diego, I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 551, the Urban Agriculture Incentive 
Zone Act. This legislation will help address one of the biggest obstacles facing urban farmers  affordable access to 
land. 
  
Urban agriculture provides many benefits to city residents including: education about fresh, healthy food and the 
effort it takes to produce it; environmental benefits for the city; community-building; vibrant green spaces and 
recreation; and a source of economic development, including increased neighboring home values.  
 
This legislation provides an incentive to private landowners to make more land available for urban agriculture, helping 
expand the number of Californians who benefit from city farming. Currently, hosting agriculture on a privately owned 
property can be cost-prohibitive because the revenue potential and property costs are disparate. AB 551 would 
enable a property owner to apply for a temporary property tax adjustment while the property is under contract with an 
agricultural enterprise.  
  
14% of lots in San Diego are vacant and this legislation will incentivize some landowners to put their acreage into Ag 
production, rather than sitting idle. 
  
Because it is an opt-in measure for counties, Assembly Bill 551 offers a conservative approach to a widespread 
impediment to the emergence of viable urban agriculture projects across the State.  We believe that the legislation, 

lanced and protective approach by being 
a voluntary program for property-owners, requiring a 10 year commitment in exchange for a lower property tax 
assessment, and including consequences for breach of agreements.  Additionally, the legislation is narrowly tailored 
to target land that is unlikely to otherwise be developed short-term. 
  
Victory Gardens San Diego respectfully requests your AYE vote for Assembly Bill 551. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Richard Winkler 
Co-Director 
Victory Gardens San Diego 
http://www.victorygardenssandiego.com/ 
 
CC: 
Assembly Agriculture Committee 
Assembly Member Philip Ting 
Agriculture Committee Consultants: Victor Frankovich, Doug Haaland 
!

April 10, 2013 
  
Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman 
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 362 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Via facsimile: 916-319-2184 
  
Assembly Bill 551 (Ting) - Support 
  
Dear Assembly Member Eggman: 
  
On behalf of City Slicker Farms, I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 551, the Urban 
Agriculture Incentive Zone Act. This legislation will help address one of the biggest obstacles 
facing urban farmers – affordable access to land. 
  
Urban agriculture provides many benefits to city residents including: education about fresh, 
healthy food and the effort it takes to produce it; environmental benefits for the city; community-
building; vibrant green spaces and recreation; and a source of economic development, including 
increased neighboring home values.  
 
This legislation provides an incentive to private landowners to make more land available for 
urban agriculture, helping expand the number of Californians who benefit from city farming. 
Currently, hosting agriculture on a privately owned property can be cost-prohibitive because the 
revenue potential and property costs are disparate. AB 551 would enable a property owner to 
apply for a temporary property tax adjustment while the property is under contract with an 
agricultural enterprise.  
  
The mission of City Slicker Farms is to empower West Oakland, CA community members to 
meet the immediate and basic need for healthy food by creating organic, sustainable, and high-
yield urban farms and backyard gardens.  Our community struggles with poverty, environmental 
pollution, and a lack of access to fresh, healthy food.  Over our twelve years, we have worked 
with thousands of people to transform our landscape into one that grows the food we need to 
live healthy lives.  Though we’ve done a lot, the need is still growing.  In order to do meet the 
demand, we need access to viable land for our community to grow the food they need and this 
legislation will help us greatly.  
  
Because it is an opt-in measure for counties, Assembly Bill 551 offers a conservative approach 
to a widespread impediment to the emergence of viable urban agriculture projects across the 
State. We believe that the legislation, including Assembly Member Ting’s most recent 
amendments, provides a balanced and protective approach by being a voluntary program for 
property-owners, requiring a 10 year commitment in exchange for a lower property tax  
 

 
 

Education, research and advocacy for just and resilient local economies. 
 

436 14th Street, Suite 1120 Oakland, CA, 94612 
www.theSELC.org 

 
Christina Oatfield 
Christina@theSELC.org 
(415) 828-5627 

April 10, 2013 
Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman  
Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee  
 
Via facsimile: 916-319-2184    
 
RE: Support for AB 551 (Ting) the Urban Agriculture Incentives Zone Act 
 
Dear Assembly Member Eggman, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Sustainable Economies Law Center (SELC) in support of 
Assembly Bill 551, the Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone Act. 
 
We at the Sustainable Economies Law Center chart the changing legal territory of the 
new economy, educating communities and individuals about the possibilities and limits 
of creative economic structures, and advocating for laws that clear the way for more 
sustainable economic development. SELC has supported urban agriculture in a variety of 
ways, including by providing free legal advice sessions to many urban farms and gardens 
and providing educational resources pertaining to urban agriculture to the public. Last 
year we helped write and support the California Homemade Food Act (AB 1616), which 
is now creating new opportunities for small-scale, local food enterprises in both urban 
and rural communities throughout California. Nevertheless, despite increasing successful 
policy initiatives to promote urban agriculture, many legal barriers remain. 
 
Urban agriculture provides many benefits to city residents including: education about 
fresh, healthy food and the effort it takes to produce it; environmental benefits for the 
city; community-building; vibrant green spaces and recreation; and a source of economic 
development. 
 
AB 551 will help address one of the biggest obstacles facing urban farmers – affordable 
access to land. This legislation provides an incentive to private landowners to make more 
land available for urban agriculture, helping expand the number of Californians who 
benefit from city farming. Currently, hosting agriculture on a privately owned property 
can be cost-prohibitive because the revenue potential and property costs are disparate. 



SUPPORTERS	
  OF	
  AB	
  551	
  (Ting)	
  
	
  

• San	
  Francisco	
  Urban	
  Agriculture	
  Alliance	
  (sponsor)	
  
• City	
  of	
  Sacramento	
  	
  
• Craig	
  McNamara,	
  President,	
  California	
  State	
  Board	
  of	
  Food	
  and	
  Agriculture	
  
• SPUR,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Little	
  City	
  Gardens,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Greenhouse	
  Project,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Mission	
  Pie,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Supervisor	
  David	
  Chiu,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Aaron	
  Roland,	
  Property	
  Owner,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Joseph	
  Tierney,	
  Property	
  Owner,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
• Soil	
  Born	
  Farms,	
  Sacramento	
  
• Ubuntu	
  Green,	
  Sacramento	
  
• Alchemist	
  Community	
  Development	
  Corporation,	
  Sacramento	
  
• Sacramento	
  Natural	
  Foods	
  Co-­‐op	
  
• City	
  Slicker	
  Farms,	
  Oakland	
  
• Oakland	
  Food	
  Policy	
  Council	
  
• Sustainable	
  Economies	
  Law	
  Center,	
  Oakland	
  
• Oakland	
  Roots	
  The	
  School	
  Of	
  Urban	
  Sustainability	
  
• Santa	
  Clara	
  County	
  Open	
  Space	
  Authority	
  
• Green	
  Youth	
  Alliance,	
  Belmont	
  
• Collective	
  Roots,	
  East	
  Palo	
  Alto	
  
• Hunger	
  Action	
  LA	
  
• Women	
  Organizing	
  Resources	
  Knowledge	
  and	
  Services,	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  
• Community	
  Health	
  Councils,	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  
• Cynthia	
  Hubach,	
  Property	
  Owner,	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  
• The	
  Ron	
  Finley	
  Project,	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  
• Venice	
  Victory	
  Garden,	
  Venice	
  
• The	
  Social	
  Justice	
  Learning	
  Institute,	
  Inglewood	
  
• Victory	
  Garden	
  San	
  Diego	
  
• Ocean	
  Beach	
  People's	
  Organic	
  Food	
  Market,	
  San	
  Diego	
  
• California	
  School	
  Employees	
  Association	
  
• Slow	
  Food	
  California	
  
• Café	
  Gratitude	
  

	
  


