Preventing Wildfire in
the Oakland Hills

Glen Dahlbacka
Zac Unger
John Bliss

SPUR- Oakland



Saturday, Oct. 19
Grass fire

11:15 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 20
Fire starts

7
A\
: o
Claremont Q\'.)“\

Hotel -

L

\ :
« Orinda

- N\ K
w ‘ ("'ql'llﬂfr:‘gl" —11:30a.m.
Tunnel Rd-~ : \ ——Noon

Berkeley

Skyline Bivd~" —1 p.m.

a2 p-m.

0

as——3 p.m.

ﬁ -4 p.m.

\Valley
View
Rd.

| Lake
J Temescal

Broadway
Terrace~

5 pm.

Oakland

Afternoon

wind
Mountain View direction
Cemetery
. - 1/2 mile
Piedmont e
Source: Oakland Fire Department DAVE JOHNSON/BAY ARI

SPUR- Oakland February 15, 2018



M N =

Lafayette Google | ESRI

ROSSMOOR

Las‘fTrampas
Reglonal
Wilderness ,

has h

f . ‘
Island
Brookshir,

Bay Farm -57' ,nﬁé’?ﬁéfk
Island \ ' .' ,. ' {

- &

40’ ."‘:'

~ Map data ©2018 Google%s of Use Report a map error
- Oakland Wildfire District

SPUR- Oakland February 15, 2018



Wildland Fire

Prevention and
Suppression

SPUR- Oakland

* Vegetation Management

- Defensible Space Inspections
* Fuel Ladders

* Evacuation Planning

* Evacuation Communication

- Wildland Fire Suppression
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STEEP SLOPES CAUSE RAPID FIRE SPREAD:

Convectlon
and Radjant

Fuel Ladder

. Flame is
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- Special Tax

* Special Assessments

Resources for

Wlldland Fire * Increased Community Support
Suppression * CAL FIRE Fee Fire Prevention Fee has been suspended ¢

* October 2017 fires in Northern California

- CCCv. City of Upland
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- Support for investment in Wildland Fire Protection services is
strong

* Tubbs Fire
- State mandated cellphone alert ~-WEA (SB 833)

* Improved zoning and planning decisions

Lessons

Learned form

Other INGER - Remote Sensing- Aerial Thermal imaging
* Nighttime Challenges

- Ember Management strategies — Building code

* Challenging evacuations
* Governance issues — Local vs. CAL FIRE
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Extreme differences of atmospheric
high pressure to the east, and

low pressure to the west, created strong
winds to move in a north-easterly flow.
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|| Winds move over the hilltops
and funnel down into narrow
slots and ravines. (In this instance,a |
ravine along Fountaingrove Parkway.) |
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The wind speeds up in a phenomenon |
called a Venturi effect and pushes -
- flames and burning ash into ~
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